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A tobacconist on Wynyard 
Street has been issued a 
temporary closure order 
after NSW Police assisted 
NSW Health inspectors in 
undertaking a compliance 
inspection last week.  

The tobacconist will be 
shut until 13 July and is the 
second tobacconist in 
Tumut to have had a tem-
porary closure order im-
posed.  

The inspection was con-
ducted at the Wynyard 
Street business under the 
Public Health (Tobacco) Act 
as part of ongoing regula-
tory efforts to address the 
supply of illicit tobacco 
products across the region.   

During the inspection, 
NSW Health identified the 
presence of illegal tobacco 
and nicotine products at 
the premises.  

As a result, NSW Health 

issued a temporary closure 
order, requiring the busi-
ness to cease trading. No-
tices were affixed to the 
premises and the store was 
secured.  

NSW Police provided sup-
port to NSW Health inspec-
tors during the inspection 
to ensure the safety of staff 
and members of the public. 
The matter is being man-
aged by NSW Health, and 
any further regulatory ac-
tion will be determined by 
Health authorities.  

The same store was sub-
ject of a ramming attack in 
early March which saw a ve-
hicle driven into the front of 
the store causing heavy 
damage.  

The rear of a neighbour-
ing shop was also damaged 
in what appeared to have 
been a case of it being mis-
taken for the rear of the to-

bacconist.  
Back in February, Tumut 

Mart (formerly Lit) on 
Fitzroy Street was issued a 
similar closure order for the 

sale of illicit tobacco, in 
breach of the Public Health 
(Tobacco) Act.  

The store’s 90-day closure 
is still in effect and will be 

lifted on 19 May.  
Once a closure order is is-

sued, it will be an offence to 
sell any products from the 
premises for the period of 
the closure order, and no-
one will be able to enter the 
premises, except those 
people with an exemption 
or with a reasonable excuse.  

There will be significant 
penalties for continuing to 
sell product from a prem-
ises subject to a closure 
order or for entering the 
closed premises without a 
reasonable excuse or 
exemption.  

Closure orders will allow 
NSW Health, in collabora-
tion with NSW Police, to 
take immediate action 
against businesses engag-
ing in the illicit tobacco and 
illegal vape trade.  

“We are continuing to 
ramp up efforts across the 

state to stop the sale of illicit 
tobacco and illegal vapes,” 
NSW Health Minister Ryan 
Park said earlier this year.  

“The recent closures 
should serve as a reminder 
for those people in the com-
munity who are doing the 
wrong thing that we are 
serious and they will be 
prosecuted.  

“We are actively 
strengthening our efforts to 
bolster enforcement activity 
and will continue to pivot 
our approach to target even 
those who feel they can 
evade the law.”  

Members of the public 
can lodge complaints about 
retailers they believe are 
doing the wrong thing via 
the complaints portal on 
the NSW Health website at 
www.health.nsw.gov.au/to-
bacco/Pages/let-us-know-
reports-complaints.aspx 

Another tobacconist shut down 
GDM CEO Justin Haines, Josie Kirby, former federal member for Riverina Kay Hull, GDM chairperson Paul Ryan, Laetitia O’Connell, John Kochanski and mayor Julia Ham 

at the Adelong Alive Museum, sharing the history and the future of the Challenger gold mine. Full story on page 8.          PHOTO: Camillo Malacari 
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Adelong has been abuzz with ac-
tivity for a series of events ran by 
Great Divide Mining (GDM), the 
team behind the revival of the his-
toric Challenger Gold Mine, late 
last week. 

A community information even-
ing held on Thursday evening at 
the Adelong Services and Citizens 
Club left standing room only as the 
community came out in force to 
get an update on operations at the 
mine site. 

Organisers reported that over 60 
residents packed into the club to 
hear directly from the company. 

“We lost count at 62 [attendees],” 
GDM chairperson Paul Ryan said 
of the turnout, which he said re-
flected the genuine local interest in 
the future of the mine and its role 
within the district.  

“I’m from a rural background 
myself, and I’m genuinely de-
lighted to see how interested and 
engaged the Adelong community 
is in what’s happening in its town 
and in its district.” 

The evening provided an open 
forum for discussion, with CEO 
Justin Haines addressing a broad 
range of community questions. 

Mr Haines reaffirmed the com-

pany’s position on processing at 
the site, where gold concentrate is 
being extracted from ores using 
water and gravity. 

“The site has never used cy-
anide, and we’re not about to start. 
It’ll be clean recycled water only,” 
he said. 

He also outlined GDM’s staged 
and safety-focused development 
plan, including: 

• Progressive clean-up and reha-
bilitation of legacy surface mullock 

• Transition to a small-scale open 
cut to improve site access and 
safety 

• Establishment of dual entry 
and exit points in preparation for 
underground mining operations 

Mr Haines noted that these steps 
form part of a recommissioning 
strategy, with a focus on protecting 
the environment and maintaining 
community amenity. 

On Saturday the session was fol-
lowed up with the Challenger Gold 
Mine Community Open Day which 
saw many of the residents from the 
information session and some new 
faces return to Adelong Alive Mu-
seum where they were ferried 
across to the mine site for tours led 
by Mr Haines. 

Among those guests was 

Member for Riverina Michael 
McCormack, as well as Snow Val-
leys councillor James Hayes, who 
were involved in the official open-
ing of the venture. 

“[I] was delighted to officially 
open Great Divide Mining’s Ade-
long gold mining venture on Satur-
day,” Mr McCormack said in a later 
post on Facebook. 

“The Challenger gold mine has 
gone from a mothballed site to first 
gold in under six months using a 
clean, chemical-free process of re-
cycled water and gravity only.  

"This project promises to bring 
jobs and plenty of flow-on benefits, 
including local purchasing, to the 
community of Adelong, which was 
founded on gold in the 1850s.” 

After being picked up from the 
museum, groups were taken by 
bus to the site where they under-
went a brief safety induction be-
fore getting a look at what’s been 
happening at the mine. 

The GDM team has been pro-
cessing leftover by previous oper-
ations, engaging local contractor 
Lee Broome (L.A Broome Con-
tracting) to haul the rocks for pro-
cessing. 

The large stones then get ground 
into a fine sand-like powder, which 

is run through a spiral separator 
which uses water recovered from 
the mine’s flooded underground 
tunnels and gravity to separate the 
heavier gold and gold containing 
particles from the less valuable 
rocks. 

It is this concentrated gold-con-
taining sand that GDM will then be 
selling. The biproduct of this pro-
cess, sand, can then be used in 
construction while the water is re-
used for further extraction. 

Meanwhile Apex Park was set up 
with coffee and snacks, face paint-
ing and bubbles to keep those 
waiting for their tours entertained. 

Residents’ sentiments around 
the project were largely positive 
with several saying they were 

hopeful GDM would be able to 
keep the mine going as previous 
operators have been unable to. 

“This one seems the most suc-
cessful,” resident Phillip Allen said. 
“I’ve got high hopes.” 

“It’ll be the best thing to happen 
to Adelong. The main thing is that 
Adelong keeps going. What the 
town needs next is a bakery.” 

Justin Haines said organisers 
were happy with the interest in the 
project and the turnout at both 
community events. 

“We wanted to engage positively 
with the Adelong community,” he 
said. 

“They’ve engaged solidly, posi-
tively, and in big numbers. We’re 
delighted.” 

Gold rush of interest in Adelong

By CAMILLO MALACARI

Above: Former member for Riverina Kay Hull and mayor Julia Ham were among those who received 
tours of the Challenger mine site during last week’s flurry of community engagement. 

Right: CEO Justin Haines  with a pan full of gold concentrate, the end product of GDM's process at 
the mine .  PHOTOS: Camillo Malacari

Above: Andrew, Jo, Graeme and Elaine Lee had fun at the 
Open Day event at the Adelong Alive Museum. 

Right: Lorrae McDonell and David Webster were among the 
many locals who took the opportunity to visit the mine site on 
Saturday.

Above: Margo and Phillip Allen, 
Rick Dowell, and Jan Ballard have 
high hopes for GDM's venture at the 
Challenger Mine. 

Right: Taya Flett enjoyed the face 
painting.
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Batlow will once again come 
alive with the flavours of Austra-
lia’s finest cider and craft bever-
ages as Batlow CiderFest 2026 
brings together an exciting mix of 
returning favourites and new pro-
ducers for this year’s event.  

Festivalgoers can look forward 
to a diverse and high-quality se-
lection of cider makers, celebra-
ting both tradition and innovation 
in the Australian cider industry.  

Returning in 2026 are some of 
the region’s most loved and re-
spected producers, 

including The Apple Thief, 
Crafty Cider, Batlow Cider, 3 Sons 
Cider, Small Acres Cider, Cedar 
Creek Cider, Daylesford Cider and 
Darkes Cider, each bringing their 
signature styles and crowd favour-
ites back to Batlow.  

This year also welcomes two ex-
citing new additions to the cider 
line-up.  

Baltic Cider will make its debut 
at CiderFest, introducing festival-
goers to a bold, new world cider 
style shaped by Northern Euro-
pean terroir and innovation. Rep-
resenting Baltic Cider is Krišjānis 
Putniņš of Mūrbūdu Cider Co., an 
Australian-born cider maker now 
based in Latvia. Known for his ex-
perimental approach, captured in 
his slogan “Abnormal Cider”. 
Krišjānis will be showcasing his 
award-winning Gin Botanicals 

cider, which took out Gold at the 
2025 Australian Cider Awards.  

Also joining the line-up is 
Brewers Orchard from Gippsland, 
crafting small-batch cider and 
juice with a strong community 
focus. Each variety supports a dif-
ferent cause, from veterans and 
junior sport to wildlife and local 
initiatives, meaning every sip con-
tributes to meaningful impact. In-
spired by Gippsland’s natural 
landscape, their crisp, refreshing 

drinks are made for the outdoors 
and packaged sustainably.  

For those looking beyond cider, 
Batlow CiderFest continues to 
offer a well-rounded beverage ex-
perience. This year’s line-up also 
includes Tumut River Brewing Co, 
Mount Tumbarumba Vineyard, 
Vinbar, Ladbroken Distilling Co, 
and newcomer Win’s Creek 
Meadery, ensuring there’s some-
thing for every taste.  

Included with every festival 

ticket are exclusive tasting 
sessions held at The Can in Hides 
Park from 10.30am to midday. 
These sessions provide a unique 
opportunity to meet the makers, 
sample featured products, and 
hear directly from producers 
about their craft. The sessions will 
be hosted by Rob Hall of Cider In 
Context, offering expert insights 
into the cider-making process and 
industry trends.  

Event organisers encourage at-

tendees to plan ahead and travel 
safely, with festival bus tickets 
available for $33 plus booking fee. 
Combined bus and festival tickets 
can be purchased via the official 
website.  

Early bird ticket prices are avail-
able until Saturday 26 April, with 
strong demand expected. For 
tickets and more information, 
visit: batlowciderfest.com.au 

Beverages on show at Batlow CiderFest 2026

Rob Hall of Cider in Context 
will host tasting sessions at The 
Can in Hides park from 10.30am 
to midday.

A packed lineup of ciders and craft beverages are set to be showcased at this year’s CiderFest.  
PHOTO: Van Der Photography

Under clear skies, the Snowy Val-
leys community gathered at Tumut 
Rotary Pioneer Park for Council’s 
first Pop-Up Outdoor Movie, de-
livered by the Youth Council. 

More than 150 people from 

across the region settled in under 
the stars with, blankets, picnic rugs 
and plenty of snacks to enjoy a 
screening of the 2025 live-action 
How to Train Your Dragon. 

The night featured a Youth Coun-

cil barbecue fundraiser, popcorn, 
drinks and lolly bags, along with 
bean bags and relaxed lighting that 
helped create a family-friendly out-
door cinema atmosphere. 

Youth Council members Cr An-

drew Wortes, Amy Murphy and 
Anna Stuart officially opened the 
event, thanking the community for 
its support in bringing the night to 
life. 

With a strong turnout and posi-

tive feedback, the Youth Council is 
already looking at more events like 
this in the future. 

This event was funded by the 
NSW Government Office for Youth 
as part of Youth Week. 

Snowy Valleys turns out for outdoor movie night

Crowd enjoying the night, the ambience, and the movie.
Youth Council members, Amy Murphy, Cr Andrew Wortes and 

Anna Stuart, welcoming everyone to the event.

Falling Leaf draws nearer and nearer
As the 2026 Bendigo Bank Falling Leaf 

Festival draws nearer, some colourful 
images of festivals passed have been sur-
facing on Facebook. 

Jenny Hodges shared this picture 
(left) which features Giddo, Robert 
‘Giddo’ Giddings on his Penny Farthing. 

The festival will feature two days and 
nights of fun, laughter, entertainment, 
food and community events, spread 
across a number of venues throughout 
Tumut. 

Beginning on Friday, 1 May, the event 
will be in full swing come Saturday when 
the main street of Tumut is transformed 
for the iconic markets, live music, street 
parade, comedy gala, kids activities, rov-

ing entertainers, food trucks and much 
much more 

 Tumut's “adopted son” The Pretty 
Amazing Jono is bringing his award win-
ning magic, mischief and mayhem di-
rect from Newcastle Fringe Festival to 
the Tumut River Brewing Co Main Stage 
on Wynyard Street 

Sunday will see the return of the fun 
run, the colour run, creative and cultural 
workshops and community fun. 

Organisers say entries are still open for 
the street parade 

“We hear a lot of talk around town 
about people putting in entries, but we 
need the forms filled in... you know, legal 
stuff and all that,” the said in a recent 

Facebook post. 
Forms are available at: 
www.fallingleaffestival.com.au/street-

parade 
The theme of 1970s is just a guide and 

not compulsory. But if you do go down 
the 70s path, remember you can win 
$500 cash for best dressed. 

Meanwhile the festival was among 
several local recipients of funding via the 
Eastern Riverina Arts Country Arts Sup-
port Program. 

“With funding received we can bring 
an incredible hands-on art and craft ex-
perience to the Falling Leaf Festival's 
Sunday in the Park on 3 May, with Me-
lissa Martin Art,” organisers said.
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The Tumut Croquet Club has 
recently relocated to Adelong, 
and is now to be called the Ade-
long/Tumut Croquet Club.    

The Tumut green had to be 
abandoned to free the ground 
for the building of the new 
Multipurpose and Evacuation 
centre. 

The club is now very fortunate 

to be able to play their weekly 
Tuesday games on the beauti-
fully kept green at the Adelong 
Bowling Club in Campbell Street.  

Members are delighted with 
the new venue and held their 
self-catered Christmas party in 
the clubhouse, overlooking the 
park.  

The club recently held the 

AGM, resulting in the election of 
the following office bearers:   

President: Gloria Carlson, vice 
president; Chris Dehnert, secre-
tary: Col Locke, treasurer; Jan 
Locke, and publicity Annette 
Hassett.  

New members are always wel-
come to join this friendly group, 
playing at 9am each Tuesday. 

Croquet knows no age limits and 
is a non-strenuous game which 
enhances your physical, mental 
and social well-being. There are 
plenty of spare mallets you can 
use.   

If interested, either contact 
Gloria on 0407 694 549 or just 
turn up. No fee will be charged 
for two weeks for you to see if 

you enjoy it.   
A cuppa over morning tea with 

the group of very friendly men 
and women is included each 
week.  

Occasionally a luncheon is or-
ganised, and the next one will be 
on 13 May, at the Adelong Ser-
vices and Citizens Club to cel-
ebrate the club’s 13th birthday. 

Croquet Club heads west 

Hassett’s 
away to  

the WNBA 
Adelong basketball star Amelia 

Hassett is pinching herself after 
being drafted to the Los Angeles 
Sparks WNBA team.  

In what must be one of the biggest 
moments in the history of Snowy 
Valleys sport, Hassett was picked up 
in the draft from the Kentucky Uni-
versity Wildcats in the US College 
Women’s Basketball competition.  

Hassett, 22, has worked very hard 
and has performed brilliantly for the 
Wildcats, but she still didn’t expect 
this.  

“I feel great,” she said.  
“It was very surprising; I knew that 

it could’ve happened, but I didn’t 
think it was true until they called my 
name out on the TV.”  

Her family in Adelong got the news 
early as well, and of course they and 
Hassett have been in touch.  

“My mom and dad and brother 
were all watching it on the TV, and 
yes, I spoke to them,” Hassett said.  

“My dad obviously did have a few 
tears so he was super proud and my 
mom and my brother were both 
super proud.”  

Hassett appreciates those around 
her sharing the joy.  

“No one really thought that this 
was going to happen so it was pretty 

cool to see how much they love and 
support me,” she said.  

The Wildcats are sad to see her go 
but over the moon to see her hard 
work and great form rewarded this 
way.  

“I was actually with Coach Brooks, 
the Kentucky coach, when I found 
out and he was jumping with joy; he 
was so excited and it just showed 
how much he obviously cares and 
has love for me,” she said.   

She will miss her former basketball 
home and those she has shared her 
time at the Wildcats with.  

“I am definitely going to miss Ken-
tucky,” she said.   

“I’ve been there for two years. I’m 
familiar with all the coaches and the 
girls. I’m very comfortable there so it 
is a place I’m going to miss. I am 
going to obviously go back and visit 
but I’m going miss it a lot.”  

This success wasn’t necessarily in 
Hassett’s plans when she first em-
barked on her American dream in 
2022.  

“I obviously wanted to keep play-
ing basketball after I graduated col-
lege but I never thought that I 
would’ve gotten into the highest 
level in America, so just to be drafted 
I think is very exciting and a cool ex-
perience, so now I am going into 
training camp and hoping to make a 
spot.” 

By JOSH GIDNEY
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POLICE NEWS

Tumut man charged with high‑range 
drink driving and breath test refusal 
A Tumut man has been charged with 

high‑range drink driving and refusing to 
submit to a breath test following an inci-
dent in the town last week. 

At about 5.20pm on Thursday 16 April, 
police were patrolling Fitzroy Street near 
Fuller Street when they observed a red 
utility vehicle stop abruptly and park near 
licensed premises. The male driver exited 
the vehicle and began walking away be-
fore police stopped him for random test-
ing. 

Police observed signs of intoxication, 
including the smell of alcohol and slurred 
speech. The man initially refused to pro-
vide a roadside breath test and became 
verbally aggressive toward officers. 

He was arrested and taken to Tumut Po-
lice Station, where a breath analysis was 
later conducted. Police allege the result 
placed the driver in the high‑range pre-
scribed concentration of alcohol category. 
His licence was immediately suspended. 

The man has been charged with 
high‑range PCA and refuse or fail to sub-
mit to a breath test and is due to appear 
before Tumut Local Court in June. 

“Refusing a breath test doesn’t avoid 
consequences — it often makes matters 
worse,” Inspector Josh Broadfoot said. 

“High‑range drink driving is extremely 
dangerous and will be dealt with firmly.” 

  
Police charge driver over Talbingo roll-

over after investigation 
Police have charged a man this week 

following investigations into a serious roll-
over crash near Talbingo earlier this year. 

The incident occurred about 4.30pm  
on Sunday 21 February, when police 
travelling along Yellowin Access  
Road located a vehicle that had  
rolled down a steep embankment in a re-
mote area. The 65‑year‑old male driver 
had exited the vehicle and was located in-

jured on the roadside. 
He was treated by paramedics and 

transported to hospital due to the nature 
of the crash. 

Police later conducted forensic analysis 
and expert review, which allege the man 
was driving with a middle‑range blood al-
cohol concentration at the time of the 
incident. 

The man has been issued with a Court 
Attendance Notice and is due to appear 
before Tumut Local Court in June. 

“Alcohol continues to be a major factor 
in serious crashes on rural roads,” Inspec-
tor Josh Broadfoot said. 

“Many of these incidents are survivable, 
but only if drivers make better decisions.” 

  
Accidental house fire in Rosewood 

prompts safety reminder 
Emergency services are reminding resi-

dents to take care around open flames fol-
lowing an accidental house fire near 
Rosewood earlier this month. 

About 3pm on Thursday 9 April, Fire 
and Rescue NSW, NSW Ambulance and 
police were called to a property on Tum-
barumba Road after a small fire started in 
the lounge room. 

The fire, which began when a fireplace 
was being lit, was extinguished by occu-
pants using a garden hose and wet towels 
before crews arrived. Damage was limited 
to a single piece of furniture, and there 
was no structural damage to the home. 

A child sustained a minor burn to the 
hand and was treated by paramedics be-
fore being transported to hospital as a pre-
caution. The fire was deemed accidental, 
with no further police investigation 
required. 

“As colder weather sets in, we’re urging 
families to take extra care with heaters 
and fireplaces,” Inspector Josh Broadfoot 
said. 

“Supervision and safe lighting practices 
can prevent injuries and house fires.” 

A public meeting is being held at the  
Tumbarumba Bowling Club on Wednesday 
22 April at 6pm. 

The purpose of the meeting is to formal-
ise the creation of a committee to represent 
the interests of the residents of the new 
Tumbarumba Shire in the de-amalgama-
tion process. 

In its report on a de-amalgamation to the 
NSW Minister for Local Government, Ron 
Hoenig, the Local Government Boundaries 
Commission made recommendations re-
garding community participation in the 
process: 

"Given the long and passionate  
history of this process, it is recommended 
that a Transition Group is created,  
as recommended in Peter Tegart’s 
report, with equal numbers of  
local community members for Tumut  
and Tumbarumba, and that an indepen-

dent chair is appointed by the Minister  
in consultation with the Office of  
Local Government," their recommenda-
tion said. 

The transition officer has been ap-
pointed and the process will soon be 
underway. 

"It is vital that we as a community are in-
formed and allowed input into the process 
which will determine the success or other-
wise of our new shire," said one of the 
meeting organisers, Tony A'Beckett. 

"Work has already been done by 
members of our community which indi-
cate that the de-amalgamation process will 
be challenging and require constant vigi-
lance. 

"Citizens are urged to come to the meet-
ing on Wednesday which will also be ad-
dressed by mayor Julia Ham," said Mr 
A'Beckett.

Public meeting called  
to confirm community  

de-amalgamation representation

The Australian Red Cross has been work-
ing with community groups in Tumba-
rumba to fund and implement tailor made 
initiatives that will strengthen the commu-
nity’s ability to respond to disasters and 
other major disruptions. 

To address these vulnerabilities, three key 
initiatives have been proposed: 

1. Tumbarumba Emergency Community 
Directory 

2. Welcome Packs for New Residents 

3. AnnualEmergencyServicesPanel 
The next workshop will refine these prio-

rities and develop a plan for implementa-
tion. 

Tuesday 28 April – 4.30pm to 7pm - Tum-
barumba Bowling Club. Catering provided – 
RSVP essential. 

If you have any questions, feedback, or are 
interested in attending the upcoming work-
shop, contact Peter Makryllos 0400 740 370  
pmakryllos@redcross.org.au 

Next round of RediCommunities to be held

Fire smoke abounded in Tumut on Satur-
day, but there was nothing to be alarmed 
about. 

Forestry Corporation NSW and RFS units 
conducted a controlled burn of an 18-hec-
tare area in Tumut State Forest, on Tumut’s 

south-western outskirts throughout Satur-
day, leaving a plenty of smoke and haze, 
but the community safer in the long run. 

Everything went according to plan and 
the hazard reduction was deemed a suc-
cess.   

Hazard reduction in Tumut 
PHOTO: Tumut Rural Fire Brigade NSW RFS

Riverina Regional Libraries are calling all 
budding authors to put their creativity to the 
test with the Snowy Valleys Writing Competi-
tion  

There are categories for infants, primary 
and high school kids, but you must live in 

the Snowy Valley's Council area to enter and 
you must include the key phrase, wich was 
released on Monday. 

Special judge is Catherine Rains, the 
author of The Sheepdog Who Was Afraid of 
Sheep. 

Writing competition for Snowy Valleys youth 
Author Catherine Rains, special judge for the Snowy Valleys Writing Competition.
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Snowy Valleys councillors have 
raised concerns over new aged 
care laws that could leave them 
legally responsible for services 
they do not directly manage. 

The issue was raised in a mayo-
ral minute at last Thursday’s 
council meeting, with councillors 
told they may now fall under the 
definition of “responsible per-
sons” for aged care services fol-
lowing reforms stemming from 
the aged care royal commission. 

Mayor Julia Ham said the impli-
cations were not clearly under-
stood when the changes were 
introduced following reforms 
stemming from the aged care 
royal commission.  

“I’m going to hand it over to the 
general manager to explain what 
happened in the Royal Commis-
sion and why the nine councillors 
here, why we are now all respon-
sible people for aged care – which 
is something we did not under-
stand at the time,” she said. 

General manager Jessica Quilty 
said the changes arise from up-
dates to aged care legislation 
which broaden the definition of 
who is considered responsible for 
service delivery. 

“Essentially what they’re saying 

[is] if you’re responsible for the 
function of a business that carries 
out aged care related services, 
you are now considered a respon-
sible person,” she said. 

She noted the issue was not 
confined to Snowy Valleys. 

“I think it is a concern for not 
only this council but for councils 
across NSW that are responsible 
for age related ser-
vices,” she said. 

Deputy mayor Hugh 
Packard said the im-
plications extended 
beyond the state. 

“It’s actually all 
throughout Australia, 
it’s not just NSW, its 
everywhere with local 
government,” he said. 

Snowy Valleys Council delivers 
a range of services that fall under 
the aged care umbrella, including 
an over-55s facility in Tumba-
rumba, home care packages and 
community transport, as well as 
some support connected to the 
National Disability Insurance 
Scheme. 

However, councillors said  
the new requirements blur  
the line between governance  
and operations, raising concerns 
about accountability without  
direct oversight. 

Councillor James Hayes said 
the situation placed councillors 
in a difficult position. 

“The way it works is we’re re-
sponsible because we’re basically 
the board of directors, but we 
don’t know what’s going on be-
cause that’s all operational, so we 
don’t know what we’re respon-
sible for,” he said. 

Cr Ham echoed those con-
cerns. 

“My understanding is [as] the 
responsible person … if some-
thing goes wrong, we’re the ones 
in court,” she said. 

Councillor Trina Thomson 
questioned the scope of the 
changes and whether they ex-
tended beyond aged care. 

“Is it just about the aged care 
services or is it about all the ser-
vices provided through the outlet, 
and that would include NDIS 
funding as well?” she asked 

She later said the expectations 

placed on councillors did not re-
flect the nature of their elected 
roles. 

“It’s a little bit crazy because we 
also don’t know the dynamics of 
how the waste system works, or 
the mechanics of the trucks. So 
it’s now asking us to have an ex-
pertise that no elected represen-
tative should be expected to have 

at that level of de-
tail,” she said. 

In response, Ms 
Quilty said staff were 
looking to improve 
reporting to council-
lors to provide 
greater oversight of 
aged care operations. 

“We were planning 
to do reports to council, just to let 
councillors know what’s been 
happening in that space, have 
there been any incidents, what 
training is occurring, and we plan 
on doing that on a six-monthly 
basis to help councillors in that 
area,” she said. 

Questions were also raised 
about whether councillors would 
be adequately insured under the 
new framework. 

“Given that’s the case, normally 
if you’re on a board you’d have in-
surance for directors for those 
sorts of events. Where do we sit in 

relation to that?” Cr John Larter 
said. 

Ms Quilty said she would need 
to confirm the details. 

“My understanding is that 
councillors would be covered but 
I will triple check.” 

The discussion also touched on 
whether council should continue 
delivering aged care services di-
rectly, with Cr Larter suggesting 
the possibility of outsourcing to 
specialist providers. 

However, Cr Thomson warned 
against creating unnecessary 
concern within the community 
and among staff. 

“We need to be really careful 
that we don’t set a fear among the 
community that they’re going to 
be abandoned. Particularly for 
our staff,” she said. 

Councillors ultimately resolved 
to seek further information, in-
cluding a report into council’s 
aged care services and clarifica-
tion from government on the im-
plications of the legislation. 

The mayoral minute also called 
for council to write to the relevant 
minister and advocate through 
local government bodies for 
clearer guidance and potential 
changes to ensure councillors are 
not assigned operational respon-
sibility for aged care services. 

Councillors on hook under aged care laws
By CAMILLO MALACARI

“It’s a little bit crazy … we also don’t know the 
dynamics of how the waste system works, or the  
mechanics of the trucks … it’s now asking us to  
have an expertise that no elected representative  

should be expected to have at that level of detail.” 
 

Councillor Trina Thomson

A practical planning resource 
supporting people during 
power outages who rely on 
medical equipment across Aus-
tralia  

According to Essential 
Energy’s Customer Resolutions 
Manager, Elaine Gillman, the 
Life Support Power Outage 
Plan, part of a national collab-
oration led by The Energy 
Charter, is a practical planning 
resource for people who rely on 
medical equipment at home 
and those who care for them.  

The plan provides free and 
accessible tools, including a 
simple checklist and a down-
loadable plan that people can 
tailor to their own circum-

stances and share with carers, 
family members and health 
professionals.  

For households that rely on 
medical equipment at home, 
planning ahead for a power in-
terruption is an important part 
of managing care needs. While 
electricity networks are de-
signed to be reliable, outages - 
whether planned or unplanned 
- can occur, and increasingly 
more severe and unpredictable 
weather can also impact the 
network and, in some cases, 
lead to longer restoration times.  

“The Life Support Power Out-
age Plan gives households a 
clear way to plan ahead, make 
shared decisions and feel more 

confident about their arrange-
ments, Elaine says.   

Since its release, more than 
40,000 Australians have ac-
cessed the Power Outage Plan-
ning resources, with over 23,000 
engaging specifically with the 
Life Support Power Outage 
Plan. Feedback indicates many 
users feel more confident and 
better prepared after using the 
tools.  

“We’re working to make sure 
customers know the plan is 
available and understand  
how it can support them.  
Sharing these resources 
through our customer com-
munications helps ensure 
people feel informed and sup-

ported,” Elaine says.  
Customers who rely on medi-

cal equipment at home, along 
with their carers and support 
people, can access the Life Sup-
port Power Outage Plan online 
at lifesupport.poweroutage-
plan.com.au.  

Customers are also encour-
aged to ensure they are regis-
tered as a Life Support 
customer with their electricity 
retailer, so their life support 
needs are known during 
planned and unplanned power 
interruptions. 

For more information, please 
v i s i t 
essentialenergy.com.au/at-
home/life-support

Helping life support customers plan ahead for power interruptions

Online resources now available to help 
people plan ahead for power outages. 
PHOTO: Essential Energy 
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A new citizen science project 
tracking the iconic Bogong moth 
has begun across the region but 
early results from local partici-
pants suggest something unex-
pected. 

The Bogong Moth Sentinel Pro-
ject, led by Invertebrates Austra-
lia, has seen 50 “Bug Lanterns” 
deployed the Snowy Valleys re-
gion and in particular the Tumba-
rumba region. 

Local residents are among 
those taking part, setting up light 
traps on verandas and under 
eaves to monitor night-time in-
sect activity and contribute data 
to national research. 

While the project aims to track 
the migration of the Bogong moth 
(Agrotis infusa), early observa-
tions from Tumbarumba and sur-
rounding areas tell a mixed story. 

Participants report that: 
• Earlier in the season, there ap-

peared to be a noticeable abun-
dance of Bogong moths  

• More recently, numbers have 
dropped off significantly  

• Instead, many traps are being 
dominated by large native moths 
– particularly the rain moth  

The rain moth, known scientifi-
cally as Abantiades atripalpis, is 
also commonly referred to as the 
bardee (bardi) grub moth. 

The presence of rain moths has 
surprised some participants, with 
their large size and heavy-bodied 
appearance making them hard to 
miss in the traps. 

Unlike Bogong moths, which 
undertake long-distance migra-
tions to the alpine regions includ-
ing Charlotte Pass, rain moths 
are: 

• Short-lived as adults  
• Emerge after rain events  
The Bug Lantern kits were re-

cently distributed, with more 
than 350 people expressing inter-
est in the program, far exceeding 
the 50 available units. The partici-
pants are contributing observa-

tions through platforms like 
iNaturalist, helping build a 
clearer picture of insect activity 
across landscapes. 

The changing pattern of moth 
sightings raises questions about: 

• Timing of Bogong moth mi-
gration  

• Population fluctuations  
• Environmental conditions in-

fluencing insect behaviour  
Scientists have previously 

raised concerns about declines in 
Bogong moth numbers, making 
community-based monitoring 
more important than ever. 

For now, the message from 
Tumbarumba is one of curiosity 
as much as concern with locals 
playing a key role in uncovering 
what’s really happening in the 
night skies above the region. 

And while the Bogong moth 
may be proving elusive, the pro-
ject is already shining a light on 
the rich and often overlooked 
world of Australia’s invertebrates. 

Landcare project turns up mothy mystery

The Tumbarumba Lions Club is 
once again rallying the community 
to lend a helping hand, launching 
its latest “Trolley Drop” initiative to 
support local families doing it 
tough. 

With cost-of-living pressures 
continuing to bite, Lions members 
say even small acts of generosity 
can make a real difference. On Fri-
day, 24 April, residents are encour-
aged to add just one extra item to 
their shopping list and donate it to 
the cause. 

A collection trolley will be set up 
inside IGA Tumbarumba from 8am 
to 4pm, making it easy for shoppers 
to contribute while they’re already 
in town for IGA’s Market Day. 

The initiative focuses on gather-
ing non-perishable pantry staples 
along with pet food and essential 
toiletry and personal care  
items.  These everyday goods can 
quickly ease the burden on  

struggling households. 
All donations will be passed on to 

Vinnies, ensuring they reach those 
most in need within the local com-
munity. 

Debbie Butwell, Tumbarumba 
Lions Membership chairperson 
said the strength of the region has 
always been its willingness to look 
out for one another. “IGA is keen to 
help with the initiative and has the 
appreciation of the club” she 
added. 

“Times are tough for many, but 
together we can make sure no one 
goes without the basics,” she said. 
“If everyone gives just a little, it 
adds up to a lot.” 

The Tumbarumba Lions Club is 
encouraging residents to get be-
hind the initiative once again and 
help “nourish our neighbours.” 

For more information, contact 
Debbie on 0458 283 286 or email 
tumbarumbalions@outlook.com.

Tumba Lions call on community 
spirit for market day “trolley drop”

The last 
Lions Club 
Trolley Drop 
drew plenty of 
donated  
groceries for 
those doing it 
a bit tough.  

Pictured is 
Tumba Lion 
Jess with 
Bathurst visi-
tors, Lions 
District Gov-
ernor Judy 
Smith and Mi-
chael Smith.  

PHOTO: 
Tumbarumba 

Lions Club 

A rain moth which has turned up in a local Bogong moth citizen 
science project.           PHOTOS: Mountain Landcare

One of the "bug lanterns" used 
to trap moths.



TUMBARUMBA TIMES / TUMUT AND ADELONG TIMES, Tuesday, 21 April, 2026 – Page 5

Federal minister for regional devel-
opment and minister for emergency man-
agement, Kristy McBain, and state member 
for Albury, Justin Clancy were on hand to 
officially open the Tumbarumba Equine 
Centre last Tuesday evening.  

Attending to witness the ceremony were 
around 20 guests from numerous organisa-
tions associated with the project which was 
a clear demonstration of the Tumbarumba 
and district community working together 
to have the world class facility built follow-
ing the Black Summer Bushfires of 2019-20.  

The latest upgrades were initiated after 
the fires when it was suggested that the dis-
trict needed an evacuation centre and a se-
cure stockholding site to house larger 
animals during emergencies.  

It was also an extension of a long run-
ning programme of upgrades at the Tum-
barumba Race Course which had included 
a camp draft ring, adult riding arena and 
upgrades to water and electricity infra-
structure.  

A joint statement from Ms McBain and 
State Minister for Gaming and Racing, 
David Harris outlined the substantial fund-
ing the community had been able to se-
cure.  

“Tumbarumba Equine Club received 
$800,000 from the Albanese government 
through the Black Summer Bushfire Re-
covery Program for a new safe and secure 
stockholding site to house large animals 
during emergencies,” the announcement 
said.  

“The upgrades to the Tumbarumba 
Racecourse site also include 20 new elec-
trical posts that provide power to 80 camp-
ing sites for public use.   

“These new sites will be more easily ac-
cessed, with a new road making it easier to 
commute in and out of the area during 
community events and festivals.   

“In addition, $200,000 was provided by 
the NSW government for upgrades through 
ClubGRANTS Category 3 Disaster Read-
iness Infrastructure funding. The grant was 
used to build additional stockholding 
yards with protective roofing, associated 
watering facilities and to install lighting,” it 
read.  

Improvements will help the Tumba-
rumba Equine Club attract new members 
and broaden opportunities to host festivals 
and events, which will significantly boost 
local economic growth.  

The facilities have quickly gained an in-
ternational reputation as a leading venue 
for equine competition.  

Minister McBain was full of praise for the 
success of the project.  

“As the former local member for Tumba-
rumba, I am proud to have supported the 
building of this amazing new facility 
through the Bushfire Local Economic Re-
covery Grants.  

“Not only did this facility and the race-
course provide a point of refuge for 
members of the community and their ani-
mals during the Black Summer Bushfires - 
by offering locals a safe space for their ani-
mals, a staging area for fodder and feed to 
be provided, as well as vet services - it has 
always been a point of community connec-
tion.   

“The future looks bright now with the 
Tumbarumba equine facility built, fitted 
out and able to provide more adequate 
protection during future natural disasters. 
This will also unlock economic opportun-
ity for the region by increasing the capacity 
to hold bigger equine events.   

“A big congratulations to all involved in 
seeing this project come to life.”  

The Equine Centre serves as another 
demonstration of the "can do" attitude of 
Tumbarumba people.  

As former mayor, Ian Chaffey, is so fond 
of pointing out "when Tumbarumba 
people need something they don't just wait 
for someone to do it, they get out and do it 
themselves".  

Justin Clancy said it was credit to all 
those who worked on the project and 
spoke of a future when the trees around the 

grounds had matured.  
“I hope in many years to come you will 

sit on the patio and reflect on the part you 
played in creating this.  

“Job well done,” Mr Clancy said.  

As if to prove the point the unveiling of 
plaques took place in the dark but quickly 
illuminated by a couple of utes with head-
lights focussed on the object of celebra-
tion. 

$1million Equine Centre officially opened
By MARK SIMPSON

Minister for Regional Development and Minister for Emergency Management, Kristy McBain unveils the Equine Centre plaques 
with state member for Albury, Justin Clancy and Equine Club president, Brent Livermore.        PHOTOS: Mark Simpson 

The main arena against the backdrop of Mt Tumbarumba. The centre has quickly 
gained a reputation as a world class events facility. 
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  ANZAC DAY

Members of the Tumbarumba 
RSL have been busy to ensure 
that Tumbarumba can once again 
commemorate this important day, 
not only for veterans, but also for 
the families of these veterans.  

“ANZAC Day is a day for the 
community to remember the sac-
rifice made by so many men and 
women, the suffering and hard-
ship endured in all conflicts,” said 
RSL organiser, Barry Houting.  

ANZAC Day in 2025 will go 
ahead in much the same way as 
past years.  

As ANZAC Day falls on a week-
end this year the state govern-
ment recently determined that 
Monday would also be a public 
holiday making for a bonus long 
weekend.  

Mr Houting is hoping this won’t 
impact attendances.  

“We’re hoping that the commu-
nity will still come out. They have 
always been very good in taking 
part in the commemoration and 
although I expect there will be 
people taking advantage of the 
holiday think the community will 
very supportive,” said Mr Houting.  

ANZAC Day itself will start with 
the Dawn Service at the cenotaph 
in Winton Street commencing at 6 
o’clock in the morning, followed 
by a breakfast in the Memorial 
Hall.  

At around 10.20am the march 
will begin to form up and will 
march off at 10.30am returning to 
the cenotaph so that the main ser-
vice can begin at 11am. All ser-

vice and ex-service members 
along with families of those who 
served are all invited to join the 
march.  

After the main service those at-
tending are invited to join others 
at the Tumbarumba Bowling Club. 
A good chance to catch up with 

family and friends and enjoy a 
cuppa or a drink and quite 
possibly a game of two-up.  

The forecast for Saturday is 

looking wonderful but should 
there be any rain the services will 
move into the Memorial Hall op-
posite the cenotaph.

Towns throughout the Snowy 
Valleys will host events for 
ANZAC Day, this Saturday 25 
April. Here is your guide to when 
and where to attend services.  

ANZAC Day will see people 
around the Snowy Valleys, the 
country, and the world come to-
gether in solemn commem-
oration of soldiers of the 
Australian New Zealand Army 
Corp, and in honour of all Austra-
lians who have served and died 
in all wars, conflicts and peace-
keeping operations.  

In Adelong, there will be a 
short service at the Graham-
stown-Shepardstown monument 
at Adelong Services and Citizens 
Club at 9.15am.  

This will be followed by wreath 
laying at the cemetery gates.  

At 10am, a contingent includ-
ing school children, ex-ser-
vicemen and women and serving 
personnel assemble at Adelong 
Services and Citizens.  

The march to Memorial Park 
gets underway at 10.45am and 
the wreath laying by officials and 

members of the community at 
11am.   

The combined service will start 
at 11.15am and everyone will re-
turn to the Services and Citizens 
Club at 11.45am.  

Batlow will commemorate 
ANZAC Day with the traditional 
dawn Service at the Cenotaph 
(Memorial Park, Batlow) at 
6.00am followed by a breakfast 
barbecue at the Batlow Men's 
Shed, corner Kurrajong and Lea-
burn Avenues, Batlow.   

The march will commence at 

10.20am from Memorial Avenue, 
beside the Commonwealth Bank, 
and proceed to the cenotaph. 
The main service will follow.  

The Talbingo community will 
gather pre-dawn at the memorial 
in Miles Franklin park on Satur-
day morning.    

The ANZAC Commemoration 
will commence at 6.30 led by 
Darryl Dunn with the mounting of 
the Catafalque Party provided by 
the Department of Defence from 
Wagga Wagga.  

People in attendance will be in-

vited to lead parts of the Com-
memoration. In particular, Bruce 
Brien will deliver an ANZAC 
story. A guest speaker has been 
requested from Defence.  

Community wreaths will then 
be laid, with organisers aiming to 
complete the ceremony as the 
sun peaks over the hills at 
around 7.15.  

After the ceremony, the Talb-
ingo Club will make their facility 
available where community 
members will serve their tradi-
tional savoury mince breakfast.

ANZAC Day in Adelong, Batlow and Talbingo 

Tumbarumba ANZAC commemorations this Saturday 

Tumbarumba cenotaph will be the site of remembrance on ANZAC Day this Saturday.           PHOTO: Mark Simpson 

Tumbarumba Vinnies 
has installed its annual 
ANZAC Day window dis-
play but this year is rec-
ognising the contribution 
that so many animals 
made in times of war 
and conflict.  

“We remember the hu-
mans that have fought in 
wars but we don't al-
ways think of all the ani-
mals that were so 
important,” said Carol 
Patrick, a volunteer at 
Vinnies in the Parade 
and one of the instiga-
tors of the display.  

One normally thinks of 
horses and the cavalry 
but all manner of ani-
mals played and con-
tinue to play crucial roles 
in the defence forces in-
cluding dogs and even 

carrier pigeons.  
“And so many don't 

come back. Like the 
horses that had to be 
shot after World War I 
that couldn’t come 
home,” said Ms Patrick.  

“The official day to 
commemorate the ani-
mals is in February and 
they have their own 
purple poppies. But it's 
not a major event and 
most people would know 
about it. So we thought 
we'd take the opportun-
ity for ANZAC Day when 
people are thinking 
about it to remind them 
of the animals in war," 
she said.  

 
 

PHOTO:  
Mark Simpson 

Vinnies recognise the contribution of animals in conflict 
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  ANZAC DAY

RADM Rachel Durbin grew up in the 
NSW Snowy Mountains and joined the 
Royal Australian Navy in 1993 through 
the Australian Defence Force Academy 
as a Marine Engineer.  

She spent her sea-time onboard HMA 
Ships Westralia, Anzac, Canberra and 
Perth deployed on operations in the Per-
sian Gulf, conducting exercises in North 
and South East Asia, fisheries oper-
ations in the Southern Ocean and border 
protection off Northern Australia.  

Following promotion to Captain in 
2013, RADM Durbin enjoyed strategic 
roles within the Rizzo Reform Program, 
Major Surface Ships Sustainment 
(CASG) and Navy Capability Division. 
On promotion to CDRE in 2021, RADM 
Durbin served as Director General En-
gineering-Navy from 2021-2023. 

In March 2023 RADM Durbin was pro-
moted to Rear Admiral and assumed the 
role of Head Navy Engineering. She has 
also served within the Navy Leadership 
and Culture Program and Navy Work-
force Management responsible for en-
gineering workforce requirements and 
remediation.  

She holds a Bachelor of Engineering 
(Mechanical), Master in Engineering 
Management, Master in Arts in Strategy 
and Management, is a Chartered Engin-
eer and Fellow of the Australian Acad-
emy of Technological Sciences and 
Engineering; Engineers Australia; and 
the Institute of Marine Engineering, 
Science and Technology.  

She is also a graduate of both the 
Australian Command and Staff Course 
and the Defence Strategic Studies 
Course.  

RADM Durbin was awarded the Con-
spicuous Service Cross in 2013, and 
made a Member of the Order of Australia 
in 2025 for her exceptional performance 
of duty in Royal Australian Navy senior 
Engineering and management positions.  

In addition to her technical expertise, 
policy and operational leadership, she is 
an outstanding role model, dedicated to 
growing the naval engineering profes-
sion and promoting the impact of 
science and technology in Australia.  

She is married to Scott and mother to 
two active children. She enjoys camping 
and skiing with family and the relentless 
pursuit of children’s sports every week-
end. 

ANZAC Day will be commem-
orated in Tumut on Saturday 25 
April.  

The guest speaker this year 
will be Rear Admiral Rachel Dur-
bin AM CSC RAN.  

Rear Admiral Durbin grew up 
in Tumut and attended Tumut 
High School and still has family 
in Tumut. She spent her sea time 
onboard a number of HMA ships 
deployed on operations in the 
Persian Gulf and other areas. 
She is currently Head Navy En-
gineering.  

ANZAC Day will commence 
with the Dawn Service at the 
Cenotaph in Richmond Park with 
Tumut schools featuring in the 
Service. This solemn service will 
commence at 6am.  

Soldiers from 1/19 RNSWR will 
mount the Catafalque Guard at 
the Dawn. 

Service which will be a first for 
Tumut at the Dawn Service.  

Representative Basketball will 
supply bacon and egg rolls im-
mediately after the Dawn Ser-
vice.  

The ANZAC Day march will 
commence from the Tumut Fire 
Station, Wynyard Street, with 
marchers to assemble from 
10.15am for a 10.30am start.  

A flyover Wynyard Street by 
Sqd Leader Derek Fox RAAF 
and John Larter in a former CT4B 
RAAF training aircraft will signal 
the commencement of the march  

Relatives of deceased Vet-
erans are welcome to participate 
I.E. One relative for one de-
ceased Veteran. Medals of de-
ceased Veterans should be worn 
on the right side. These people 
should assemble in front of the 
C.W.A. rooms for placement in 
the march.  

Vehicles carrying disabled 
Veterans will lead the march.  

As a tribute to our original AN-
ZACs, the march will include 
mounted and marching 
members of the Light Horse Re-
enactment Group.  

The Town Band will lead the 
official party including Rear Ad-
miral Rachel Durbin AM CSC 
RAN, Robert Watson, President 
Tumut RSL Sub-Branch and 
Sub-Branch executives, repre-
sentatives from Tumut Police, 

and Snowy Valleys Council - 
Deputy Mayor Hugh Packard, 
Parade Marshal will be Lindsay 
Dobbie.  

The ANZAC Day contingent 
will comprise of men and women 
who have or are still serving in 
the Australian and Allied De-
fence forces, including those 
who have served in active ser-
vice areas, or those who have 
contributed to Australia's secur-
ity through their service in the 
Regular, Reserve and National 
Service components of the 
A.D.F.  

Tumut Schools, Scouts and 
Girl Guides will also participate 
in all ANZAC Day activities.  

The main ANZAC Day Service 
will commence at the Cenotaph 
at 10.40am with the Catafalque 
Guard mounted, by soldiers from 
1/19RNSWR.  

The Service will commence 
with the symbolic placing of Mili-
tary Hats from the three Ser-
vices.  

The Service includes ANZAC 
Day Address by guest speaker 
Rear Admiral Rachel Durbin AM 
CSC RAN, and the official and 
public Wreath Laying. The ODE, 
which has been in the past 
number of years, recited in Mãori 
and English, will also include a 
recital in the Wiradjuri language 
by Rebecca and Regina Russell, 
whose grandfather was a World 
War II Veteran, in acknowledge-
ment of the many Indigenous 
men from the Tumut area who 
served in World War I and World 
War II.  

Aircraft from 723 Sqn from Al-
batross Nowra will conduct a fly-
over during the Service as a 
tribute to those who served and 
those Tumut men and women 
killed in action.  

It is expected the main ANZAC 
Day Service and the 6am Dawn 
Service will be broadcast live on 
Sounds of the Mountains, 
96.3FM.  

After the Service, the tradi-

tional ANZAC Day Lunch will be 
held at the Tumut Golf Club, 
commencing at mid-day. Tick-
etholders only, for the lunch.  

No ticket sales on ANZAC 
Day.  

Tickets available from the 
Tumut RSL Sub-Branch office, 
Thursdays 10am to mid-day.  

The official ANZAC Day 2-UP 
will be conducted at the Golf 
Club from 2.30pm, and pro-
ceeds will aid Legacy.  

Disabled Veterans requiring 
transport for ANZAC Day should 
contact Robert Watson 0477 201 
031 by mid-day Friday 24 April.  

Visiting and local ex-serving 
and serving personnel are wel-
come to participate in all ANZAC 
Day activities, including the 
lunch.  

Transport will be available for 
Veterans after the ANZAC Day 
Service to convey them to the 
Tumut Golf Club. This is avail-
able from the Robertson Street 
side of Richmond Park. 

Rear Admiral  
to speak at  

Tumut Service

Rear Admiral Rachel Durbin, AM, 
CSC, RAN Head Navy Engineering. Adam Farquharson played The Last Post on bugle at last year’s ANZAC Day.

Lighthorsemen led last year’s ANZAC Day parade.

Tumut to reflect on ANZAC courage
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  TUMBARUMBA BATLOW MINOR LEAGUE

The minor league season got under way at 
Tumbarumba on Saturday hosting the 
Wagga Roos.  

Under 6s Green  
Round 1 saw our Under 6’s take to the 

field for their first game of the season, and 
for some, their very first game of footy ever. 
The excitement and enthusiasm were evi-
dent from the first whistle, with all players 
giving it their absolute best.  

There was plenty of try-scoring action 
throughout the game, with Elora Murphy, 
Sidney Burton, Colton Scott, Brittany Ar-
nold, Penny Moate and Crüe Membrey all 
crossing the line. The team also showed 
great effort in defence, with some impres-
sive tagging on display.  

A special mention goes to Hudson King, 
who played his first game and slotted 
straight into the team, showing confidence 
with some strong runs.  

This week’s award winners were Brittany 
Arnold and Colton Scott for their outstand-
ing efforts.  

A fantastic start to the season by all 
players. We’re looking forward to watching 
their skills and confidence continue to grow 
each week.  

Under 6s White  
Football season is well and truly back, and 

if the first home game is anything to go by, 
we’re in for a fantastic season ahead. With 
blue skies overhead and plenty of excite-
ment on the field, the Under 6s kicked 
things off in style.  

Isabelle G got the season underway with 
a massive run straight out of the gates, set-
ting the tone early.  

Not long after, Frank M crossed for the 
first try of the season with an impressive 
full-field effort, the first of two for Frank in 
a standout performance.  

In his first season, it’s been fantastic to see 
both his skill and sportsmanship already 

shining through.  
Crue M was next to score with another 

brilliant full-field try, followed quickly by 
Isabelle G, who added two tries of her own 
to cap off a strong game.  

Penny M ran her heart out to score in the 
corner, her big smile saying it all as she 
crossed the line.  

Not to be outdone, Hudson W, another 
newcomer, followed up with a great full-
field try, showing just how quickly he’s taken 
to the game.  

Charlie L showed real determination in 
her debut, chasing down tags and making 
some excellent runs, while Layla B added a 
cracker of a try, weaving through with great 
footwork.  

Loki H had a huge impact in defense, 
chasing down plenty of tags and showing 
impressive speed with ball in hand.  

Hannah B, also new to the team, played 

like a seasoned pro, running hard, chasing 
tags and displaying wonderful sportsman-
ship throughout.  

Every member of the team contributed, 
with excellent runs and chases. A brilliant 
start to the season. We can’t wait to see what 
the next few weeks bring.  

Awards:  
Player of the Week: Hannah B, for the 

heart and effort she showed in her very first 
game.  

Canteen Award: Charlie L, for playing the 
whole game with bravery and enthusiasm.  

Under 7s  
Perfect footy weather for the boys’ first 

game of the season-and they came out firing 
like they’d been playing all year.  

Dane Arnold was on absolute fire, bagging 
four tries and clearly not in a sharing mood. 
Charlie Sullivan followed up with three, 
while Opie Peel, Flynn Hammond and Arlo 

Spitiri chipped in with two each, try line 
traffic was busy all day. Korben Houting also 
got in on the action with a well-earned try.  

Wade Flew was everywhere in support 
and kicked off the second half like he'd had 
three Red Bulls.  

Defensively, the boys were just as sharp, 
with everyone making great tags. no one 
was getting away easy today. 

Plenty of speed, slick footwork, and a 
whole lot of smiles. A cracking start to the 
season and a top team effort.   

Awards: 
Player of the week: Opie Peel 
Tumbarumba Bowling Club award: Dane 

Arnold 
Canteen Award: Wade Flew  
Under 8 League Tag   
Unfortunately, Wagga Roos didn’t have an 

Under 8 Leag Tag side, so they played a 
scratch match against their Under 7s. De-
spite this, it was a fantastic start to the sea-
son for our team.  

We had a few exciting debuts this year: 
Ella Heinecke had an outstanding first 
game, making some great tags and great 
runs; Penny Mann also debuted strongly 
with some excellent runs and multiple tags; 
Annie Nurthen impressed with her running 
game and solid tagging effort.  

All the girls played really well in their first 
game, setting a great tone for the season 
ahead.  

Try scorers: Sailor Weule, Charlie Bradley, 
Mia Salter, Indianna Drew, and Bonnie Pear-
sall all crossed the line, each scoring one or 
two tries for their teammates - a great 
achievement.  

Awards:  
Player of the Week: Ella Heinecke  
Canteen Award: Penny Mann  
A fantastic team effort all around – well 

done girls  
n Continued on page 11 

Opening round of 2026 Tumbarumba-Batlow Minor League season 

Mason Mouat Under 12 his footy debut. PHOTO: Jenna Adam 
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  TUMBARUMBA BATLOW MINOR LEAGUE
n Continued from page 10 

Under 8s  
The team showed fantastic effort across all 

four quarters, with strong runs, improving 
defence and great teamwork. 

It was awesome to see Myles Moate, Mac 
Murphy, Jaxson Kirton, Tallon Scott, Sonny 
Lyons, Marley Doughty, Ariella Murphy and 
Myles Harper all getting involved and sup-
porting each other throughout the game.  

Each quarter saw different players step up 
and make an impact, showing great con-
fidence and willingness to have a go.  

Although the Roos came away with the 
win, the effort, attitude and improvement 
from the Tumba Batlow side was outstand-
ing.  

A fantastic start to the season. Well done 
team.  

Under 9s 
The Tumba Batlow Under 9s took to the 

field on Saturday in a well-planned scratch 
match, making the most of a unique situ-
ation and showcasing the strength of their 
growing squad.  

With Wagga Roos Blue unable to field a 
team, the decision was made ahead of time 
to split the Tumba Batlow players into two 
sides.  

With an incredible 17 players registered 
this season, it was the perfect opportunity to 
ensure all kids got valuable game time.  

The match was played in great spirit, with 
both teams putting on an impressive display 
of skill and teamwork.  

Strong defence was evident across the 
field, while all players had plenty of chances 
to run the ball and get involved in the play.  

It was a fantastic hit-out for the group, 
allowing combinations to build and con-
fidence to grow.  

Coach Peely was pleased with the effort, 
particularly the way the players supported 
each other and embraced the chance to 
simply enjoy their footy.  

While there was no official opposition, the 
intensity and effort from both sides ensured 
it was a worthwhile and enjoyable contest 
for everyone involved.  

With numbers strong and enthusiasm 
high, the Tumba Batlow Under 9s are shap-
ing up for a great season ahead.  

Under 10s League Tag   
The Under 10s League Tag Girls started the 

2026 season strong playing two games 
against Roos Blue.  

The first game was exciting. With ground 
making runs, strong defence and great 
teamwork the girls came away with the win 
42-8   

Try scorers were: Olivia (2), Kendal (2), 
Romi (3), Kyani (1) and Chloe (2) and con-
versations from Romi, Oliva and Kendal.  

The girls held strong in defence with some 
excellent tagging from; Harlie, Roxie, Indi, 
Mia, Milla, Ivy and Hayley.  

There were a few new faces in the team, 
Armani had a great couple of runs, Hazel 
and Claire put pressure on the other team 
chasing runners and holding strong in the 
defensive line.  

With the first game of the season out of the 
way, the girls stepped up again in game two. 
Securing another win 34-14.  

Try scorers were: Romi (2), Indi (1), Kendal 
(2), Armani (2) and Claire (1) and one con-
versation for Kendal.  

Player of the week award: Amani  
Tumba Bowling Club: Kendall   
Canteen award: Chloe   
Under 10s  
Tumba Batlow took on Roos Blue at 

Tumba to kick off the 2026 season, with a 
great game played by both sides.  

It was a strong performance from the 
Tumba Batlow team, showing great team-
work, effort and improvement across the 
field.  

The players worked hard in both attack 
and defence, with plenty of positive mo-
ments throughout the match.   

At full time, Tumba Batlow came away 
with a solid win, finishing 38-28 over Roos 
Blue.  

Try scorers from the game were Harry Bur-
ton with three, Hugo Hammond, Ryan 
Salter, Beau Arnold and Archie Jarvis with 
one each.   

A big effort from all players, with  
everyone contributing and supporting each 

other well.  
Award winners:  
Player of the Week: Archie  
Canteen Award: Hugo  
Bowling Award: Harry  
A fantastic start to the season. Well done 

to all involved.  
Under 12s League Tag  
Round 1 looked a little different for our 

Under 12 League Tag girls, with the opposi-
tion unfortunately unable to attend.  

Instead, the girls played a scratch match 
between themselves and made the most of 
the opportunity with a good run and plenty 
of involvement.  

Led by captain Winter Weule, the team 
showed solid energy and effort throughout.  

There were some nice moments across 
the game, with Roxie Weule showing good 
hands on the ball while Kendal Bremner and 
Harriet Bradley worked hard in defence and 
Xara Houting doing well with her tagging.  

Patricia-Lee Arnold crossed for a try and 
converted, while Kendal Bremner and Har-
riet Bradley also scored a try. 

Halle Anderson and Marlee Crawford both 
went close to scoring. Romi Webb had some 
solid kicks while April Richmond put in a 
strong effort in her first game. 

Brielle Arnold was consistently involved, 
and Nevaeh Webb showed good defence 
with her tagging.  

This week the player of the week award 
went to Brielle Arnold, the Bowling Club 
award went to Harriet Bradley and the Can-
teen award went to Xara Houting.   

Overall, it was a great chance for the girls 
to get a run in and we look forward to seeing 
what’s ahead for them this season.  

Under 12s  
The team kicked off their season with a 

solid game against Roo's blue.  
The team had two new players Theo Flen-

ley and Mason Mouat start this round as well 
as Hunter Smith returning after a year off 
adding much needed numbers to our team.  

Mason had a brilliant game at fullback 
making two solid try-saving tackles. Hunter 
ran the ball strongly on his carries whilst 
Theo will continue to improve as the season 
goes on.   

Louie Peel was one of three players that 
stepped up from the Under 11s and was ex-
cellent in defence as well as chasing the ball 
on every kick scoring a nice try from one 
chase.  

Leo Peel not to be out done by his brother 
played a great game leading the defence 
tackling anything that moved as well as hav-
ing some dangerous runs.  

Leo Spiteri was sensational at dummy half 
(DH), scoring two tries. He also had some 
tough carries when his team needed it 
coming out of his own end. 

Kai Bell playing in the centres scored the 
last try for his team from a strong carry.   

Overall, the team played well for their first 
game of the season.  

They should be happy with their efforts 
and shows potential for this season seen 
from the first hit out. If they can build and 
improve this performance they can win a lot 
of games this year.  

Thank you to the U11 players that played 
up for us. Your support is very much ap-
preciated.   

Award winners were:   
TBML Canteen Award: Harrison Mellen  
Tumbarumba Bowling Club Award: 

Mason Mouat  
Player of the week: Charles Triffitt  
Under 16s League Tag  

The Under 16s League Tag side has kicked 
off the season in impressive fashion, secur-
ing a hard-fought 18-14 victory over Albury 
Thunder.  

Both teams showed strength across the 
field, but the Tumba girls displayed deter-
mination and composure under pressure to 
come away with the win.  

It was a tightly contested match from start 
to finish, with momentum shifting between 
both sides.  

Try scorers were Lucy McEachern, Kruiz 
Wilson and Ruby Bradley broke through the 
defence with speed and skill, getting points 
on the board and playing a key role in the 
team’s success.  

The team would also like to thank the club 
committee and volunteers for their ongoing 
support throughout the season.  

A strong team effort across the park sets a 
great tone for the season ahead, with the 
girls looking to build on this momentum in 
the coming rounds.  

Under 14s League Tag  
The girls had a fantastic game against 

Wagga Roos Blue, showing great teamwork 
from start to finish. Communication on the 
field was strong, with plenty of calling out, 
solid tagging, and some brilliant attacking 
plays that led to an awesome scoreline. 

Their hard work paid off, coming away 
with a well-deserved win, 52-10. 

A big thank you to the Under 12 League 
Taggirls who stepped up to help the team 
this week – your effort and commitment 
didn’t go unnoticed. 

Awards: 
Canteen Award: Ayvah 
Bowling Club Award: Amba 
Player of the Week: Miller 
A huge effort by all the girls – keep it up.

Tumbarumba Batlow Greens Under 12 celebrate a try against Wagga Roos in the opening round of season 2026. 
              PHOTO: Jenna Adams
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02 6947 2422
PLUMBINGFLOOR COVERINGS

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            W S CARPETS
27-29 Boundary St, Tumut

Ph: 0408 194 755 or 0488 064 463 
Business Hours: Mon-Fri 9-5 • Sat 9-12

For all your Floor Coverings Carpets, 
Hybrids, Vinyl Planks, Laminates, 

Timber Veneers and Marine Carpet. 

We also have an Overlocking Service. 

Come in and see Scotty or Wendy 
for a free measure and quote or

PLUMBING 
Local Experts You Can Trust

0421 137 116
Tumbarumba  Rosewood 

Khancoban  Jingellic  Tooma 
Corryong  Walwa  Batlow

• Emergency Plumbing Repairs 
• New Homes & Renovations 
• Gas Fitting 
• Sewer machine & Drainage 
• Maintenance & Checks 
• 30 Years Experience 
• Vic Lic No. 37179    NSW Lic No. 65832C

WORK & FARM BINS

SAVE THE TRIP TO THE TIP
CALL US

BUILD YOUR 
BUSINESS 

Advertise in your local  

Trades & Services  
Directory  

every Tuesday in the  

Tumbarumba Times 

Ph: 6947 2422

TUMBARUMBA 
HOLY MASS TIMES 

Saturday Vigil - 6:00pm 
Sunday - 9:00am 

Our Lady of Perpetual Succour 
– Tooma – Sunday - By appointment 
St Joseph the Worker – Khancoban 

– 3rd & 5th Sundays - 12pm 

WEEKDAY HOLY MASSES  
Monday 5:30pm - 3 Week Eastertide  

Tuesday 7:30am - St Anselm of Canterbury  
Wednesday 7.30am - 3 Week Eastertide  

Thursday 7:30am - 3 Week Fastertide  
Friday 5:30pm - St Fidelis  

Saturday 9:15am - ANZAC Day  

TUMBARUMBA  
COMMUNITY CHURCH 

Sunday Service  - 10am 

• • • • • 

EXPOSITION OF THE MOST BLESSED  
SACRAMENT AND SACRAMENT  

OF PENANCE 

Opportunity for Confession will be during 
Exposition on Friday evenings, Saturday mornings 

and half an hour before weekend Holy Masses.  

Lord, help us to see in your crucifixion and  
resurrection an example of how to endure and 
seemingly to die in the agony and conflict of  
daily life, so that we may live more fully and  

creatively. You accepted patiently and humbly  
the rebuffs of human life, as well as the torture  
of the cross. Help us to accept the pains and  

conflicts that come to us each day as opportunity 
to grow as people and become more like  

you-make us realise that it is only by frequent 
deaths of ourselves, and our self-centred desires 

that we can come to live more fully, only by  
dying with you that we can rise with you.  

-Mother Teresa 

PROPOSED ROAD 
CLOSURE – HAZARD 
REDUCTION BURN 

Forestry Corporation advises the public that Ma-
ginnitys Gap Road will be closed to traffic for ap-
proximately 3 kilometres west of Cararoo Road 
due to a scheduled Hazard Reduction Burn 
within Munderoo Flora Reserve. 
A detour will be in place during the burn  
operations and for subsequent days to allow for 
hazardous tree assessments and associated 
safety works. 
The hazard reduction burn and associated road 
closure are planned for April/May 2026, weather 
permitting. 
Motorists are advised to follow all signage and 
traffic control directions.

PESTICIDE USE NOTICE 

NOTIFICATION OF  
1080 AERIAL BAITING 
PROGRAM ON STATE 

FORESTS AND  
MANAGED LANDS 

Forestry Corporation of NSW wishes to advise 
the public that the aerial application of the  
pesticide 1080 (sodium fluoroacetate) will  
commence 30th of April 2026 for the control of 
wild dogs in the following State Forests and  
managed lands: 

• Bungongo SF • Bago SF 
• Billapaloola SF • Maragle SF 
• Bondo SF • Munderoo SF 
• Micalong SF • Woomargama SF 
• Carabost SF • Rippling Waters 

1080 poison baits will be laid in accordance with 
Pesticide Control (1080 Bait Products) Order 
2020 under section 38 Pesticides Act 1999 Areas 
undergoing treatment will have signs displayed 
and all directions regarding entry should be  
followed. Landholders, neighbours and visitors 
are warned to restrain their pets and working 
dogs and ensure they do not enter the baiting  
location during poisoning operations or to muzzle 
dogs if they are required to work the baiting  
location during and after poisoning.  

In the event of accidental poisoning seek  
immediate veterinary assistance 

For further information regarding this notice 
please contact the Forestry Corporation office on 
(02) 69473911.

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE

CHURCH NOTICES

To advertise phone 6947 2422

Is your business 
celebrating a 

special occasion? 
• Grand Opening 

• Expansion • Birthday 
• Anniversary 

ADVERTISING FEATURES CAN 

WORK FOR YOU! 

Phone 6947 2422

Sunday 29 March saw a 
perfect day for flying and 
Tumbarumba Flying Club 
hosted the Wagga Wagga 
Aero Club for brunch with 
10 aircraft flying in.  

The aircraft landed on 
the local ALA at 
Glenroy/Mannus around 
9.30am and were then 
transported by Apple 
Transport, Ian Chaffey, to 
“Strathdoon” home of Club 
President Ralph and Jan 
Walker and family.  

Pilots came from Sydney 
to join in the flying. One 
passenger was from Cal-

gary Canada.  
Some people drove up 

and were joined by several 
of our local members in-
cluding long time patrons 
of the Tumbarumba Club 
Simon and Colleen Guest.  

Peter Demeo managed 
the arrivals, parking and 
departures as air traffic 
controller.  

With a great deal of cook-
ing support from Rod and 
Rob from Wagga, and local 
members and relatives, a 
great brunch of juice, 
bacon, fresh rolls from the 
Tumba Bakery, chipolatas 

from Tumba Meats, fol-
lowed by tea and coffee. All 
accompanied by many fly-
ing stories.   

All aircraft were back in 
the air by 1pm. Led by 
Wagga Club President 
Geoff Bruest and Flying 
Captain John Smith.  

Huge support came from 
local member Stephen Judd 
for cleaning and transpor-
ting the tables and chairs 
from the hanger and back.  

The Tumbarumba air-
field was in perfect con-
dition thanks to the crew 
from council. 

Tumbarumba Aero Club hosted a fly in of ten planes in March.  
PHOTO: Tumbarumba Aero Club

Tumbarumba Aero Club  
hosts Wagga fly in 

  SPORT

Perfect conditions and freshly mown fair-
ways greeted the eight players competing for 
the April monthly medal.  

The season’s first stroke event proved too 
hard work for some with two “DNFs”, and 
some big scores.  

The in form Jono Lebner carded a winning 
score of 93 for 69 nett to win by four from 
Justin Knott (80/73).  

Paul Land was third, with a costly blow out 
on one hole which pushed his score out to 
78 nett, but was helped out by good form 

with the flat stick (30 putts).  
Justin’s 28 putts give him an early lead in 

the Dave McKimmie trophy, run in conjunc-
tion with the monthly medal series over the 
winter season.  

Nominations are still coming in for the Bill 
Sheather Cup (formerly the Graziers Cup) 
which tees off at 9am this Sunday 26 April.  

Registrations for this two person Ambrose 
competition can be forwarded to Lance 
Noonan (0419927470).  

Registration on the day by 8.30am. 

Welaregang golf April monthly medal 
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56 Capper St, Tumut 
NSW 2720

(02) 6947 2422 classifieds@riverinamedia.com.au

Classifieds
PUBLIC NOTICES MEETING MEETING

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

DEATH NOTICE

PUBLIC 
NOTICES

WINDSCREENS

6925 0322

Fitted at your home 
at no extra cost 

WAGGA WINDSCREEN DOCTOR

HAVING A  
GARAGE  
SALE?  
Why not  
advertise 
it in the 
Times  

classifieds. 

PHONE 
6947 2422

GOT A 
POSITION 
VACANT? 

Advertising  
will get you  

results! 

Phone:  
6947 2422

TUMBARUMBA 

LITTLE 

ATHLETICS

ANNUAL GENERAL  

MEETING

Tuesday 5TH May 

6.30pm start

Tumbarumba 

Bowling Club

No branch of science proclaims God’s greatness and man’s 
insignificance more eloquently than astronomy. The simple fact 
that distances must be reckoned in light-years (the distance that 
light travels in a year) illustrates the point. Light travels 186,000 
miles per second, and there are 31.5 million seconds in a year, so 
light travels roughly six trillion miles in a single year! Yet some 
stars are billions of light-years from the earth. No wonder we call 
such computation astronomical. 
To gaze into the heavens at night should give us great thoughts 
about God. The moon and the stars are the work of His fingers! 
When we think of the numberless myriads of stars, of the vast 
distances in the universe, and of the power that holds the planets 
in orbit with mathematical precision, it boggles the mind. 
Relatively speaking, the planet Earth is a speck of dust in the  
universe. If this is so, what is a single man perched upon this 
planet? Yet God is interested in every individual! He has a  
personal, intimate concern for every human being.  
“When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the 
moon and the stars, which You have ordained, what is man that 
You are mindful of him, and the son of man, that You visit him?” 
(Psalm 8:3-4). 
One single man’s perspective: 
Astronauts are particularly carefully selected individuals who 
have undergone countless tests and very thorough training. In 
space, they often have to manage very critical situations, but as 
compensation they also get to see and experience overwhelming 
things.  
American astronaut, James Irwin, describes in his autobiography 
how he flew to the Moon with Apollo 15 in 1971. In the preface, 
he says, “… as we flew into space we had a new sense … of the 
nearness of God” and “I sensed the beginning of some sort of 
deep change taking place inside of me”. 
Then he makes it clear that his book is not the biography of a 
hero. He talks about the disappointments and crises, about the 
accidents and illnesses in his life. And so his book is not only 
about adventure and the triumphs of technology, but is also a 
colourful life story. 
Above all, however, it is a document about the relationship  
between God and the human being, James Irwin – about the gifts 
and blessings that God gave to this James Irwin, about the  
disappointments that he (James) experienced with Him (God), 
and about the effort and patience with which He led him on the 
right path. 
Through his book, Irwin desires that his readers might become 
aware once again, or for the first time in their lives, of God’s  
guidance and love. Only a very few people have been to the 
Moon. But every person can come to God through the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no one comes to 
the Father except through Me” (John 14:6). 

W MacDonald &The Good Seed  
Submitted by N Yabsley. Ph: 69449153

(Advertisement) 

FOOD  FOR  THOUGHT 
God’s Greatness, 

Man’s Insignifcance!

HARVEY, Marie Patricia (Pat) 
21 June 1930 – 14 April 2026 

Passed away peacefully on Wednesday 14 
April 2026, at Blakeney Lodge Tumut.   
Long-term resident of McLure Circuit  
Jindabyne, and former resident of old  
Jindabyne. Aged 95 years. 

Dearly loved wife of John (dec). Mother and 
mother-in-law of Graham, Robyn, Rosemary 
and Tony (dec). Cherished Grandmother of 
Jay, Nicole, Clare and Grace. Great  
Grandmother to their children. 

Family and friends of the late Pat Harvey are 
warmly invited to attend her funeral service to 
be held at St Columbkille's Catholic Church, 
Jindabyne, on Thursday 23 April 2026,  
commencing at 1pm. A burial service will follow 
at the Jindabyne Cemetery. 

The family wish to express their deepest  
gratitude and heartfelt thanks to the staff,  
volunteers and residents of Blakeney Lodge for 
their devoted care, support and friendship. 

ALLENS FUNERALS 
43 Denison Street, Cooma 

Phone (02) 6452 2094 

TOWN MEETING 
Tumbarumba Shire 

– your future 
• Community update 

• Have your say in appointing community 
representatives for the demerger process 

6pm 
Wednesday, 22 April 
Tumbarumba Bowling Club 

All community members encouraged to attend

Riverina Local Land Services wishes to advise the public that the aerial 

commencing Monday 27 April 2026 for the control of wild dogs in the 
Gilmore, Adjungbilly and Brindabella Wild dog plan areas.

1080 poison baits will be laid in accordance with Pesticide Control 

Areas undergoing treatment will have signs displayed and all directions 
regarding entry should be followed.

 Landholders, neighbours and visitors are warned to restrain 
their pets and working dogs and ensure they do not enter the baiting 
location during poisoning operations or to muzzle dogs if they are 
required to work the baiting location during and after poisoning. In the 
event of accidental poisoning seek immediate veterinary assistance.

For further information regarding this notice please contact Gundagai 

Due to the ANZAC Day public holiday on 
Monday, April 27, 2026 the 

Tumbarumba Times/Tumut and Adelong 
Times Tuesday Editon will be 

published on Wednesday, April 29, 2026.

The classified deadline for this publication 
date will be Tuesday, April 28 at 10am.

The Tumut Office will be closed on  
Monday, April 27, 2026.

Normal office hours will resume  
Tuesday, April 28, 2026.

ADELONG ANZAC DAY 
25th April 2026 

9.15am:   Service at Grahamstown/ 
                Sheperdstown Memorial followed by 
                pilgrimage to Adelong Cemetery  
                where graves of recently buried 
                Ex-Service men and women will 
                be visited. 

10am:      Contingent including school children, 
                Ex-service men and women, Enlisted 
                Personnel assemble in front of 
                Adelong S&C Club. 

10.45am: Contingent march to Memorial Park 
                for combined Service. 

11am:      Wreath Laying Service 

11.15am: Combined Service 

All visiting Ex-service and serving  
personnel invited to participate

TUMUT RSL SUB-BRANCH 

TUMUT ANZAC DAY 
25th April 2026 

6am:        Dawn Service 
                – Cenotaph (Richmond Park) 

10.15am: Ex-service personnel assemble for  
                ANZAC Day march  
                – Tumut Fire Station 

10.30am: ANZAC Day march commences. 

10.40am: ANZAC Day service 
                – Cenotaph Richmond Park 

12 noon: ANZAC Day lunch – Golf Club. 
                Serving and Ex-service personnel  
                ONLY 

Tickets available from RSL Sub-Branch office. 
10am-12 noon Thursdays or monthly meeting 
6pm Friday 17 April. 

NO tickets sold ANZAC Day 

2.30pm:   2UP – Tumut Golf Club 
                (proceeds aid Legacy) 

Disabled veterans requiring transport 
Contact Robert Watson 0477 201 031  

by 24 April or Jeff Matthews 0438 921 917 

All visiting Ex-service and serving  
personnel invited to participate

BATLOW ANZAC DAY 
25th April 2026 

6am:        Dawn Service at Batlow Cenotaph 

At conclusion of the Dawn Service the Batlow 
Men’s Shed will be selling egg and bacon rolls 
at the Men’s Shed in Memorial Avenue. 

10.20am: Contingent if marching form up in 
                Pioneer Street, Batlow 

10.30am: March commences to Cenotaph for 
                the Main Service and at the 
                conclusion of the Service will then 
                March back to Pioneer Street. 

All visiting Ex-service and serving  
personnel invited to participate

Call us  
today... 

CLASSIFIEDS 

WORK 

Phone 
6947 2422
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The Interclub Challenge 
between Tumbarumba, Bat-
low and Adelong was played 
in perfect conditions on the 
weekend, with 33 golfers en-
joying a superb day under 
clear blue skies.  

With not a cloud in sight 
and the course presenting 
beautifully, players were 
able to take full advantage of 
the conditions, making for 
an enjoyable and highly 
competitive second round.  

The atmosphere across all 
groups reflected the spirit of 
the event, with plenty of 
laughs shared alongside 

some quality golf.  
After Round 1, Adelong 

set the early pace with a 
strong team total of 137, 
opening up a nine-shot lead 
over Batlow on 128. 

Tumbarumba found 
themselves a further nine 
shots back on 119 but re-
mained well within striking 
distance heading into the 
next stage.  

The scoring showed how 
tight the contest is shaping 
up to be, with all three clubs 
still firmly in contention and 
plenty of golf left to play.  

There was some out-

standing scoring in the four 
Ball Best Ball format, with 
several pairs combining 
brilliantly.  

Adelong’s Shane Walsh 
and Matt Hardwick led the 
way with an impressive 46 
points, showcasing consist-
ency and strong teamwork 
throughout the round. Bat-
low’s Derek Burgess and 
Brad Scoullar matched that 
effort with their own excel-
lent 46 points, ensuring 
their side stayed within 
reach of the lead.  

Tumbarumba’s top per-
formers, Matt Byatt and Alex 

Lilly, also put together a very 
solid round of 43 points, 
keeping their club in the 
hunt and building momen-
tum heading forward.  

Nearest to the pin hon-
ours added another layer of 
competition to the day, with 
some precise iron play on 
display.  

Rob Christian claimed the 
prize on the second hole, 
Matt Byatt added to his 
strong day by taking out the 
fifth, and Brad Crane fin-
ished things off with a great 
shot on the 18th. 

These moments high-

lighted the individual bril-
liance on show and were 
well celebrated across the 
field.  

Heading into the final 
round to be played at Bat-
low, Adelong holds a narrow 
but valuable lead on 259, 
with Batlow close behind on 
252 and Tumbarumba on 
240.  

With the home course ad-
vantage coming into play for 
Batlow, and Tumbarumba 
still within reach with a 
strong performance, the 
final round promises to be 
an exciting finish.  

Every point will count, 
and the pressure will be on 
as teams look to chase down 
the lead.  

The Interclub Challenge 
continues to be a fantastic 
day of golf and camaraderie, 
bringing together players 
from all three clubs in a 
friendly yet competitive en-
vironment.  

Events like this highlight 
the strength of the local golf-
ing community, where 
sportsmanship, connection 
and enjoyment are just as 
important as the final 
scores. 

Over 100 golfers teed up to con-
test the Bendigo Bank Veterans 
Tournament at the Tumut Golf Club 
last week with visiting golfers from 
far and wide spending a few days 
enjoying the course, club and town 
facilities.  

Thirty-seven visiting players 
withdrew due to the current fuel 
situation.  

The presentation dinner which 
was held following the final round 
on Tuesday evening was well at-

tended with 95 players enjoying a 
great meal where the winners were 
presented with their prizes.  

The overall 36 hole competition 
winners were: Ladies – first Roslyn 
Poulton from the Nowra Golf Club, 
second Helen Pearce, Tumut Golf 
Club, third Meg Whitby, Talle-
budgera Golf Club fourth Dianne 
Maybe, Shelley Beach Golf Club, 
fifth Jennifer Manns, St Georges 
Basin Golf Club.  

The Men’s division required a 

countback to decide the winner, 
with Don Marling from the Harden 
Golf Club declared the winner from 
Robbie Worsnop, Tumut Golf Club 
second,  third Michael Maybe, 
Shelly Beach Golf Club, fourth John 
Mason, Howlong Golf Club, fifth 
Dean McDonald, Tumut Golf Club.  

The first round competition for 
Monday had 105 players tee up with 
the results as follows:  

Ladies - first Judith Cooper, 
Tumut, second Marion Newton, 

Hawks Nest, third Bronwyn An-
netts, Gundagai, fourth Julie Ber-
wick, Kew.   

Men’s - first Wayne Jones, Tumut, 
second Greg Cullen, Tumut, third 
Barry Stevenson St Georges Basin 
and fourth Phillip Lumsdon, 
Tumut.  

The second round for Tuesday 
saw 102 players teeing up.  

Ladies - first Linda Cowhan, 
Forbes Golf Club, second Rhonda 
Fields, St Georges Basin, third 

Dianne Cruise, Tumut, fourth Val 
Machell Tumut.  

Mens - first John Daley, Grafton, 
second, Gordon Whitby, Talle-
budgera, third Greg Manna, St 
Georges Basin, fourth Darryl Ryan, 
Tumut.  

“Congratulations to all winners 
and thanks to the organisers, spon-
sor Bendigo Bank and visitors who 
made this a great two-day event,” a 
Tumut Golf Club spokesperson 
said. 

Wagga Agricultural College 
(Aggies) scored a 30-22 win over the 
Tumut Bulls side at Jarrah Sports-
ground on Saturday, ill-discipline 
proving costly for the Bulls.  

Eparama Tovunivono scored 
three tries for Tumut, and Jesse 
Bellchambers one.   

Bellchambers was yellow carded 
in the first half for what was called 
an intentional infringement, and 
Varaniva Saukuru was red carded 
for alleged foul play, leaving the 
Bulls one short for much of the 
game.  

Aggies went to half time 7-0 in 
front, and most of the scoring was 
done in the second half.  

Zac Johns kicked two penalty 
goals for Aggies, which proved cru-
cial.  

Earlier, the Tumut Womens’ side, 
the Red Bulls, recently merged with 
Wagga Reddies, defeated Aggies 20-
12, Varaniva Saukuru, Lorraine 
Ngauma, Jade Bellchambers and 
Emma Hickey scoring tries for 
Tumut.  

Red Bulls coach Katei Van Zyl 
said it “felt really nice to finally get 
boots on the field and crack into a 
game.”  

“My biggest take away from the 
game was just how good it felt to 
get our team out there. “There is a 
really fun, welcoming and warm 
energy/feeling with the team this 
year, which helps to keep the 
players grounded and to bring the 
team together as one unit.”  

“Considering we have only had a 
one-and-a-half training session 
with both the Wagga and Tumut 
women, everyone came together 
really well yesterday.”   

Van Zyl is excited about the 
team’s potential going into the rest 
of the year. 

“There is so much potential in 
our team and I feel it can only im-

prove with getting more hours 
under the belt as one team,” she 
said.  

“Saturday’s game actually made 
me feel really excited about this 
season. It honestly feels like Tumut 
is often underestimated, however, 
our performance yesterday made 
me think I need to clear my calen-
dar for August because I think we 
have every right and the skill level 
to make it to finals.  

“For now though, we will just 
take the win with enthusiasm, 
pride and a smile. We get back to 
work on Tuesday and we continue 
to bring this group of women to-
gether and make them not just a 
team, but a family.   

“We continue to build our sister-
hood, showing up for each other, 
our club, our community, but most 
importantly, for ourselves and for 
all women who underestimate 
their own power.”  

Tumut’s second grade side also 
had a great day, crushing Aggies 60-
0 after going into half time 27-0 in 
front.  

The Bulls Chace Bullock 
McGrath said the win was fantastic.  

“We definitely went into the 
game confident, but blowing them 
out of the park like that definitely 
exceeded our expectations,” he 
said.  

“The scoreline though doesn’t 
give Aggies enough credit, as they 
played a tough and quick game.  

“Our forwards definitely set the 
tone, which allowed us backs to 
cross the line for some tries.”  

The Bulls seconds had many 
great performers.  

“Sekeli Taletawa definitely was 
one our best, scoring five tries and 
club debut player Zach Stelter 
played an unreal game at the front.”  

Bullock-McGrath said this win 
would give the team confidence 
and momentum heading further 
into the season. 

Vets tournament a hit despite fuel crisis withdrawals 

Adelong lead interclub golf challenge at Tumbarumba  

Ill-discipline costs Bulls 

Lorraine Naguama about to get 
a ball away for the Red Bulls 
women’s side against Aggies.  

 
Seth Bellchambers on the move 

for the Tumut Bulls against 
Wagga Aggies at Jarrah Sports-
ground on Saturday. 

PHOTOS: Josh Gidney 
 

By JOSH GIDNEY
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TUMBA MEATS 
WEEKLY SPECIALS

22 The Parade Tumbarumba • P: 6948 2081 

FROM THE BUTCHER 
Beef Ribs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$16.95kg 
Honey Soy Pork Ribs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$21.95kg 
Honey & Rosemary Legs of Lamb  . . . . . . . . . . .$18.99kg 
Porterhouse Steak  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$44.99kg 

A range of flavours to enhance your meals available. 
Ask our friendly team for advice

TUMBA

MEATS

Find us on 

Round one of the Tumut Tennis Autumn 
Competition got underway last week in 
excellent playing conditions.  

The club welcomed newcomers Nick 
Larson, Mel Murray and Ros Beck to the 
group.  

The results for Tuesday evening were All 
Stars defeated Crafty Crew 32-14 and 
Bubblicious defeated High Fliers 33-17.  

Set winners on the night goes to Jessica 
Du Preez, Geoff Naylor, Craig Rowbottom 
and newcomer Nick Larson.   

The was great scoring from Mark Morris 
and Connor Baker, both contributing 15 
games to team Bubblicious while Jane Ar-
ragon was best for the Crafty Crew and 
Letitia Burns together with newcomer Ros 

beck were best for the High Fliers.  
Results for Thursday evening were Pink 

Panthers narrowly defeated the Yellow 
Flamingos 24-22 and Brave Blues de-
feated Green Foxes 31-20.  

Single set winners on the night were 
Natalie Nolte, Lee Kingma, Peter Quinn, 
Grace Hooper, and Tracy Allen, Allen also 
being best overall scorer on the night, 
dropping only one game.  

Letitia Burns played reserve.  
Wednesday afternoon social tennis had 

a great roll-up last week with eight 
players.  

Junior tennis will be trialling a short run 
on Mondays from 5 to 6pm. It has not yet 
been decided how long this will go for. 

The only thing better than opening the 
season with a win is opening the season 
with two wins, and that’s what the Tumut 
Eagles have done in 2026.  

The Eagles, who didn’t win a game in 
2025, defeated the Lake Albert Sharks 3-0 at 
the Bull Paddock on Sunday, claiming the 
Lachie Smith Trophy.  

Not only have they not lost a game yet, 
they haven’t conceded a goal.  

Jiemin Shang booted Tumut’s first goal in 
the 25th minute, soon after a penalty, and 
the teams went to the break with the Eagles 
up 1-0.  

It wasn’t until the 70th minute that Rhys 
Creed booted Tumut’s second, and then 
added another in the 75th minute to give 
Tumut a lead they carried to full time.  

Coach Kris Dimeck was understandably 
upbeat with his team.   

“The boys put in so much effort today,” he 
said.  

“We didn’t give up and played for the 
whole 90 minutes.”  

Things the team have worked on in train-
ing came off well on the day, much to Di-
meck’s delight.  

“It was great to watch and see the little 
things work,” she said.   

“The training has helped us getting our 
set plays together and the boys keep work-
ing hard and well together and it showed 
today.   

Dimeck said the Eagle’s backline were 
“unreal” lead by the skipper Marvin Sing.   

“We had Bryton Creati, who was one of 
our best,” he said.  

“Our keeper Glenn Bennett was on his 
toes all game and pulled off some of the best 
saves.”  

Last week’s 7-0 win over Cootamundra 
Strikers Blue played its part in this win.   

“We took last week’s game to today’s game 
with confidence, knowing if we played our 
style, goals and the win would come,” Di-
meck said.  

“The boys were pumped up after the 
game singing our song and winning the La-
chie Smith Trophy.   

“The boys have a week off with long week-
end; however we still will train and be ready 
for our next game.” 

Right: Sonny Annette-Grady in action 
for the Tumut Eagles in the win over Lake 
Albert Sharks at the Bull Paddock on Sun-
day.        PHOTO: Josh Gidney

A second half resurgence 
saw the Tumut Blues finish 
Saturday’s match against an 
improved Wagga Brothers 
side with a 20-all draw at 
Geohex Stadium in Wagga 
on Saturday.  

Callum Rossiter, Malik 
Aitken and Michael Fenn 
scored tries for Tumut, while 
Rossiter kicked three con-
versions and a penalty goal.  

Blues coach Dean Bristow 
said he felt mixed emotions 
about the game.  

“It was a tale of two 
halves,” he said.  

“They (Brothers) were the 
better side in the first half, 
but we clawed our way back 
into the game in the second.  

“I was just disappointed 
we couldn’t finish it off.”  

Tumut avoided being the 
first team to lose to Brothers 
since 2023, and had  
plenty of good performers 

on the day.  
“Mal Aitken was good 

back at fullback, and our 
middle played really well; 
Mick Fenn, Jordy Maher and 
Jordy Anderson.  

“Bailey Piper played really 
well, coming off the bench 
playing hooker.  

“We didn’t let in any 
points in the second half, 
which was pretty pleasing.  

The Blues didn’t suffer any 
serious injuries, although 
Sydney recruit Finn Health 
put a scare through the 
camp when he came off with 
a knee injury five minutes 
into the game, but got it 
strapped and went back on.  

The Blues reserves were 
pipped 30-26 by Brothers, 
with Jaden Keenan, Marley 
King.   

Callum Keenan, Lachlan 
Breed and Angus Purcell 
scoring tries for Tumut, and 
Toby Tanks kicking three 
goals.  

It was a tough day for the 
Blues women’s tackle side, 
who lost 80-6 to a red-hot 
Brothers outfit.  

“They were very strong 
across the park and showed 
their experience, so full 
credit to Brothers, they were 
better on the day,” Tumut 
manager Sam Timms said.   

Tumut on the other hand 
were understrength.  

“We were a bit short and 
also lost Emma Timms, 
which made it tough,” 
Timms said. “Unfortunately, 
her shoulder AC injury looks 
like it will rule her out for 
most, if not all, of the season, 
which is a big loss for us.”  

However, Timms still 
found positives.   

“Nell Miller worked hard 
all game, scored our only try, 
and was voted players’ 
player, which was well de-
served,” he said.  

“There were a number of 
others who kept turning up 

and competing right to the 
end, which is something 
we’re proud of.”  

Timms believes things will 
get better.  

“We’re definitely confident 
we can bounce back,” he 
said.  

“This group is building 
something, and perform-
ances like that, even in a 
tough loss, will help us im-
prove.   

“We’ll take the lessons, 
keep working hard at train-
ing, and be better for it next 
game against Young.”  

Tumbarumba’s Jorja Bren-
nan played second row for 
Brothers.  

“It was a great first game 
to start off the season,” she 
said.   

“I’m in a new position so it 
was a good way to get rid of 
the first game jitters.    

“We have a great bunch of 
girls so I think it’s going to be 
a fun and really enjoyable 

few months ahead. I’m really 
excited to see how we go and 
grow as a team.   

“As for Tumut, it was really 
nice to see them be able to 
form a team as there has 
been a couple of clubs not 
being able to form a 
women’s tackle team.   

“I’m grateful that Tumut 
were able to form a team be-
cause we need to keep the 
comp alive.”  

Brothers under 18s over-
came Tumut 44-18, Tumut’s 
tries being scored by Marley 
King, Hobie Baker and Har-
ley Adams and three goals 
kicked by Aidan Turnbull.  

Tumut coach Brad Baker 
believes Brothers will be 
competitive this year.   

“They had big bodies,” he 
said.  

“We didn’t get much ball 
in the first half and they got 
a good lead that the lads 
couldn’t quite recover.   

“Tumut were good when 

they got possession with 
glimpses of some real posi-
tive footy to come.   

“We will be working at 
training to control our sets 
and get into the grind as we 
prepare for the clash against 
the Tigers.   

“Marley King at fullback 
played well for us while 
Cody Piper in the forwards 
worked hard.   

“Hobie Baker at lock tried 
hard with some good runs 
and ball playing, putting the 
Blues on the front foot at 
times. He was voted players 
player by his team mates.   

“It was a good eye opener 
for our new comers Brody 
McDonald, Cordell Coe, and 
Lucca Parisi, who all showed 
potential.   

“We must congratulate 
Ethan Watts and Max Bea-
van who made their reserve 
grade debuts alongside Mar-
ley King with all lads playing 
well.” 

Autumn tennis up and running 

WANT TO PROMOTE YOUR SPORTS CLUB? 
By sending in weekly reports of games played, you are promoting your sport and your club 

Email reports to: sport@tatimes.com.au

Blues, Brothers inseparable  

Eagles go back-to-back  
By JOSH GIDNEY

By JOSH GIDNEY
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